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use of those Iraqis who have done best in Syria
they will claim great liberty of action, and they will
expect to be treated as equals. . . . Local condi-
tions, the vast potential wealth of the country, the
tribal character of its rural population, the lack of
material from which to draw official personnel will
make the problem harder to solve here than else-
where. I venture to think that the answer to such
objections is that any alternative line of action
would create problems the solution of which we
are learning to be harder still."
Colonel Wilson's covering despatch contained the
following passages :
<€ The fundamental assumption throughout this
note ... is that an Arab State in Mesopotamia
and elsewhere within a short period of years is a
possibility-, and that the recognition or creation of
a logical scheme of government on these lines, in
supersession of those on which we are now working
in Mesopotamia, would be practicable and popular.
. . , My observations in tins country and elsewhere
have forced me to the conclusion that this assump-
tion is erroneous., , . . and I venture probably for
the last time in my present capacity to lay before
His Majesty's Government the considerations which
have led me to this conclusion, „ „ . I believe it to
be impossible in these days to create a new sovereign
Muhammadan State by diplomatic or administra-
tive means out of the remnants of the Turkish
Empire, ... If an Arab Government were consti-
tuted by decree of the League of Nations or by other
extraneous authority, and maintained for a period
by our arms and our money, it is my belief that the
Arab public at large would after a very few years
actively favour the return of the Turks to the con-
tinuance of an amateur Arab Government. . . .

